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Notes

The staging suggestions are made from the perspective of a very young choir and are therefore very
simple (and are also optional). Depending on the age of the singers and the circumstances, feel free
to make the presentation as elaborate as your own imagination and creativity suggests.

The designation of vocal lines has been made from the perspective of a first to third grade choir,
making considerable use of the adult choir leaders to sing solo lines and, if desired, to do some
singing along with the children. With a choir of fourth to sixth graders, it is suggested that the adults
be used much more sparingly if at all.

The cast includes four or five “choir leaders” in addition to the choir: an accompani ctor,

played by one person, or can be divided among several. The activity leaders
pantomimed table activities at the beginning of the rehearsal. When the choirds for singing
one of the leaders tells the Christmas story and the other two sing portions of soi
The setting is the regular weekly choir rehearsal. The choir member
invited to the rehearsal so the children can informally share with the
have been doing in choir, some of the music they have been le
fellowship with them after the rehearsal.

activities stage left. On one
materials that have been

The stage is set like a rehearsal room, with three or four tabl
of the tables is an autoharp and a songbook or sets of
used to make a mural depicting events in the Chnstma
several smaller individual pictures depxctmg sce
presentation, perhaps by the children in their regu
pantomime working on the mural, then hang
such as woodblocks, tambourines, and
table is a large doll and simple cost
children will don the costumes durin

s. During the Overture, the children
. On a third table are simple instruments
tever instruments are available). On the fourth
ph, the shepherds, and the Wise Men; the

At stage right, chairs are arran , obliquely facing the audience. These are for the
choir members to sit on when it singing. (If you prefer, children may be seated on the
floor or on risers instead smg chairfaces the choir chairs; when seated in it, the director faces

the lights dimmed on both the stage and audience. The choir leaders
nd-ta eir places — the director at the door and the others at the activity tables — to
eting the children as they enter the room to begin the rehearsal. When the children

dialogue.” (See the score for the remainder of the staging suggestions.)

Little or no drilling will be needed for the staging/drama part of this work (unless you choose to
make it more elaborate). The children simply do the kinds of things they normally do in their usual
rehearsal, and do them in an informal manner.

During one of their rehearsals, you may want to have the children make and mail their own
handwritten invitations to their parents. Perhaps together the choir could write an invitation to the
congregation to be printed in the church bulletin or newsletter.

— Bill F. Leach and Vicki Hancock Wright



Once Upon a Night!

, Overture
Bill F. Leach Vicki Hanceck Wright

(As the Overture begins, choir leaders take their places and pantomime greeting the children as they
enter. Children pantomime the table activities and hang the mural as a backdrop.)

With excitement (d. = 72)
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DIRECTOR: I’m so glad all of you could come. It’s a very special time with
your families and other friends here to share with us, see some of
the things you do in choir each week, hear some of the music
you’ve been learning, and. . .

ABOY: Don'’t forget the cookies and cakes and everything, (name of
director)!

AGIRL: Um hm! Don’t forget that!

DIRECTOR: Oh, I won’t! You wouldn’t let me! (Name o,
grandmother get to come? (Give child tim
one or two other children similar questio
informal and intimate as possible.

I hope your parents have enjoyed §eeing somg of the activities
you did in small groups. Now wou ike'to share with them
some of the Christmas muSig that yo en learning? (All
members respond)

Good! But first, I hav for you. As we share the music
with your par will have the help of (a)
storyteller( e Christmas story as we sing about
it. (Nam ller), will you begin?

STORYTELLER: All 6fiyou Kfiew that many stories begin “Once upon a time . . .”

ell, the Christmas story is a very special story and much of it
at night, so let’s begin it: “Once upon a night.”

CGC34

Once upon a night, long, long ago, in the far off land of the Jews,
weary travelers slowly made their way along a dusty road
ward a little town called Bethlehem. One of the travelers was a
young woman called Mary. The second traveler was a man
named Joseph, and he was Mary’s husband. The third traveler
had no name for he was a little donkey on which Mary rode.

For days they had traveled, all the way from Nazareth, which was
the city where they lived. They had seen many other travelers,
too, on their journey — some going south just as they were, and
others going east or west or north.

But why were so many people traveling? It was because Caesar
Augustus, the Roman emperor, had commanded a census to be
taken. Everyone throughout the land had to be enrolled, or
counted. To do this, they had to go to the town or city from
which their family had come. And no one dared to disobey!



Down the Road to Bethlehem

Bill F. Leach
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STORYTELLER: “Joseph, will we be there soon?” asked Mary. “It’s been such a long
way and I am so weary.”

“Yes, Mary,” Joseph replied. “I think I see the lights of Bethlehem
there in the distance now. It won’t be long till we can rest. It won’t
be long now, Mary.”

But when Joseph and Mary and the little donkey entered the town,
there was no place for them to stay. No place for them to rest.
All the rooms in the inn were filled.

No Place to Spend the Nigh

Bill F. Leach Hancock Wright
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*Children may join leader on stanza two
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Mary’s Going to Have a Baby

Bill F. Leach Vicki Hancock Wright
120 With excitement (d = 66 - 69, in two)
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If desired, “gonna” may be sung in place of “going to.”
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STORYTELLER:
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There in the stable, with only Joseph by her side, Mary gave birth
to the baby boy. Joseph and Mary and the cattle were all that heard
the newborn baby’s first cry. And in the stillness of the night Mary
held him to her breast and rocked him. Then she wrapped him in
warm swaddling clothes and gently placed him in the manger.



Bill F. Leach
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In the Stillness of the Night

Vicki Hancock Wright
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* |f desired, handbells may double the top notes of the right hand piano accompaniment in measures 148 to 151,
and again in measures 164 to 174.
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* Shepherds, Shepherds

Bill F. Leach Vicki Hancock Wright

175 Joyfull:y - =72) ' | g
i =

TITY.

1

—d | g s S i M B 13
T — 3 A Z 2
'_i—d | ;: 1 T

Stanza one: CHILDREN
mf Stanza two: CHILDREN AND/OR ADULT L

au 178
Ty | N !
[%‘% = — ————a
\

L4

P) [y v
1. Shep - herds, shep - herds,
2. Shep - herds, shep - herds,

'r'. o &
=
[l [l !
Y o | = : =
= ” : = =3 =

Copyright © 1979, assigned 1995 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Reproduction in any portion or form is prohibited without publisher's permission.

CGC34



23

Star Light, Star Bright

Bill F. Leach Vicki Hancock Wright
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*Hodie, It's Christmas Day

Bill F. Leach Vicki Hancock Wright
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*Hodie (Hoh-dee-eh) means “This day.”
**Group 1 could be a soloist or small group of children, and Group 2 the choir.
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Once Upon a Night!

Bill F. Leach Vicki Hancock Wright
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