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ABOUT ZERUBBABEL. . . 3
Nearly 2500 years ago the people of Jerusalem were conquered by Nebuchadrezzar and were
forced to live as exiles in the land of Babylon. In 539 B.C., Babylon was captured by the
Persian Empire and Cyrus |1 allowed the Jewish people to return to their homeland. Although
born in Babylon, Zerubbabel was a descendant of David and a grandson of the exiled King
of Judah, Jehoiachin. When of age, Zerubbabel was elected governor of his people and,
when released by Cyrus |1, returned with his people to the ruins of Jerusalem.

ABOUT THE TEMPLE. ..

As directed by the King, Zerubbabel began the task of rebuilding the tem
Times were difficult and many obstacles confronted such a project. Throug
ment of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, however, the temple was compl

cent temple built later by Herod.

Jeremiah 52:4, 13
Ezra1:1-2
Ezra 3:10-11

Ezra 4:2-3
Haggai 1:13-14
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PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS
FOR
INTRODUCTION

and a blacklight, the ultimate effect of helplessness and confusion are dra
If performed during daylight, however, the same choreographic movements
either situation, each performer involved should wear white gloves.
the performers should form a single line facing the audience with

dicated in the score.

1. The first performer (one closest to the audience) lifts

on. Theresulting effectis a “‘wave’”’ motion w
about by the ‘“hand of God.”

2. All arms and hands are immedaa j of the positions indicated. To insure
even distribution, assigned 44@81ti d. Fingers must be extended and
spread. As the music fag 2 all circles.
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3. All arms and hands are immediately thrust into one of the two positions indicated. To
insure even distribution, assigned positions are recommended. Fingers must be extended
and spread. As the music fades, the arms should be moved in and out slightly.

B Facing Back

e of the two positions indicated and
psition indicates. Fingers must be ex-

4. All arms and hands are im
moved up and down rep,

5. Move to assigned positions on stage.
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Stage directions:

(The stage should be completely dark except for a blacklight focused on the choir.)
INTRODUCTION  (As the music begins, a spotlight is slowly focused upon the n

stretched and pointing toward Zerubbabe
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Dedicated to Bob, Annie, Emery, and Dorothy 7

The ‘tfoxbbabh«

Unison/2 Part with Keyboard and Optional Handbells and C Instru
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THE CHILD OF BABYLOW

Liveg J =104 William Anderson
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16 First Levite:  Zerubbabel. . . is it true? Are you really a messenger of God?

Second Levite: Is Darius finally going to let us go?

Third Levite: What about this temple we’re supposed to build? | don’t know anything
about building a temple.

Zerubbabel:  We must all be patient. | too wish | knew the answers to your questions.
Night after night | lie awake . . . hoping . . . praying for a sign from God.
We must be patient.

Fourth Levite: But it’s been 70 years! Our people have been in Babylon for 70 yea
long must we wait? Surely our people have been forgive

Zerubbabel:  All of you have faith. Only God can forgive our sins and
reveal God’s message to us.

Fifth Levite: Message . ..? What message . ..? If you ask me,| t
going back to Jerusalem and rebuilding a te i al bad
dream.

Crowd: (Reacts positively to this statement.)

J _ Words and Music by
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T LONG RoAd T #REEDON.

Words and Music by

Lively March, J =112 (ﬂ = ﬂ) William Anderson
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(At the conclusion of the song, action should imply that the trip has ended and that all have
arrived safely in Jerusalem. The crowd reacts with weary delight and appears to collapse.)

First Israelite:

Second Israelite:

Third Israelite:

Zerubbabel:

Fourth Israelite:

Fifth lIsraelite:

Look! ... The Temple! (Points to a pile of ruins. The crowd responds
with gasps.)

You mean . . . look at what’s /eft of the Temple.

Zerubbabel, this has to be some sort of joke! Surely we're not expec
rebuild this pile of stone!

This “pile of stone,” Samuel, is the work of God. By God’
destroyed and by God’s hand it will be built again.

Narrator: Well, the children of Israel did begin t
progress was slow. There was so much t
were needed. New stones neede
Through it all, however, thes
brated with great joy!
Words and Music by
Bright CalypsgW®l, J = 1 5 William Anderson
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(Immediately following the song, two strangers enter.)

First Adversary: Hey you ... who's the boss around here?

Zerubbabel:
First Adversary:

Zerubbabel:

Second
Adversary:

Zerubbabel:

First Adversary:

I am Sir. My name is Zerubbabel.

31

Well, from the look of things, Zerubbabel, you could use some skilled
assistance. For a small fee, my friend and | could . ..
(Zerubbabel interrupts.)

Thank you, but we need no help. God is our Master Builder.

Ha! And | suppose this is an example of God’s handywork!
(The second adversary kicks over one of the stones which

placed on the foundation.)

As my friend said . . .
We’d even like to worship this God of yours.

smile.)

We have no money to pay for your services,

give you our advice, wisdom,
over, Zerubbabel! We'll be ba

gins.)

ZERU

Words and Music by
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Child:

Zerubbabel:

Child:

Zerubbabel:

(At the conclusion of the song a small child comes up to Zerubbabel.)

Mr. Zerubbabel . . . (pulls on his robe to get his attention.) My daddy says
that you were afraid of those men.

And what do you think?

| think God is our friend and, if God is our friend, we don’t have to b aid of
anyone. |Is God your friend Mr. Zerubbabel?

God is a friend to all who believe, my child. Yes, God is my fij
of that, | have no fear.

AN ETERNAL 77A

Words and Music by
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With Gospel Feelin

GONNFr B0

Words and Music by
William Anderson
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*During this song the actual temple should be built. Styrofoam blocks are suggested. The actual size will

depend upon the available space.
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Zerubbabel:

First Adversary:
Zerubbabel:

Second Adversary:

Crowd:
First Adversary:

Crowd:
Zerubbabel:

Second Adversary:

First Adversary:
Zerubbabel:

HES Lk YOU &

Driving, J =144

C2

Congratulations! The Temple is Built! (A// stand and look up at the
Temple as Adversaries enter behind them.)

Built is it? | don’t remember your asking for our assistance.

We needed no one’s assistance but God’s.

And who will pick up the pieces this time? (Kicks the Temple but
nothing falls . . . tries again.) What'’s going on here?

(Laughs.)

Stand aside. This job takes a man. (He pushes his friend aside an
kicks the Temple himself. Nothing happens.)

(Laughs even more.)

It will take more than a man Titus. It took more than a
and it will take more than a man to tear it down. (The t
from the wall and kneel in front of Zerubbabel.)
Can your God forgive those who do wrong?
Can God forgive us?

God can and God will. Be patient my frie
His mercy and salvation will be with yo

Words and Music by
William Anderson
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