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 Make a Joyful Noise

 Musicians IMAGINE: Words, sounds, pictures, nature, people, events, these and many other 
 life experiences can be ideas for a work.        

 For centuries, composers have chosen to use this text for their choral works.
 1. What is the meaning of the saying “Some things change, some things don’t!”? How might 
  our life experiences today be similar to those of people living in 1650, 1750, or 1850? 
	 	 Compare	different	time	periods,	places,	etc.	
	 2.		 How	do	different	‘times’	seem	to	call	for	‘new’	interpretations	or	insights	into	‘old’	ideas?	
  Identify and describe other examples of this in literature, architecture, and movies. 

 EXTEND: Analyze and discuss differences and similarities between and within the texts of 
 other works you are rehearsing. Why are some original, edited, translated, or added to? 
 What are composers, arrangers, editors trying to do?  

Key Vocabulary
Explore teacher and student resources
for this work and other            titles at

www.choristersguild.org/school

Creating
IMAGINE (#1)

PLAN  & MAKE (#2)
Evaluate & Refine (#3.1)

Present (#3.2)

Performing
Select (#4.1)

Analyze (#4.2)
INTERPRET (#4.3)

Rehearse, Evaluate & Refine (#5)
Present (#6)

Responding
Select (#7.1)

Analyze (#7.2)
Interpret (#8)
Evaluate (#9)

Connecting
Personal Experiences (#10)

Varied Contexts (#11)
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                   Musicians PLAN & MAKE:	Expertise,	context,	and	intent	influence	decisions	about	

 organizing and developing an idea into a work. 

 The composer’s intent	is	reflected	in	how	compositional techniques are used to support 
 and express the text.      
 1. How does the unusual time signature 6/8+3/4 relate to the composer’s intent? Why not  
  just 6/8 or 3/4 for the time signature? 
 2. In ms. 37, the time signature changes to 4/4 and then back to 6/8+3/4 in ms. 45. Why 
  did the composer make this decision?   
 
 EXTEND: Explore interpretation by changing time signatures. Experiment with performing 
 ms. 5-20, ms. 37-44 in 6/8. How can time signatures contribute to musical interest?    
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Text, Interpretations, Arrangers, Editors, Intent, 
Compositional techniques, Time signature, Repetitions 

Learning Resource Page by Michael Jothen
Michael Jothen,            Resource Page editor & coordinatorSiSingng  

 Musicians INTERPRET:	Rehearsals	and	performances	of	a	work	reflect	a	process	of	
 searching and experimenting with sound to understand and present creative intent.  

 A.  When performing this work, what should performers emphasize to help sustain the 
  interest of the audience?  

 B. What suggestions does the composer provide to create interest in the repetitions of the 
  text? How might the composer react to your changing their suggestions?   

 EXTEND: Perform two or more contrasting interpretations for an audience. Which one do 
 they prefer?

™

Learning Resource Page ™



& œ
œ

œb œb œ œ? œ
œ

&

?

bbb

bbb

86ˆ43

86ˆ43

œ œ œ œ œ œ

..œœ œ œ œ

With energy (qk = 100)

f
œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

..œœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

&

?

&

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

5

œ jœ œ jœ
Make a joy - ful

œ Jœ œ Jœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ jœ œ
jœ

.œ

SA

TB

f

f

œ œ œ
noise to the

œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ
.

jœ œ .œ
Lord!

Jœ œ .œ

œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ .œ

 Œ

 Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ

3

CGE374

Music by
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Make a Joyful Noise!

Words adapted from Psalm 100

  Performance time: ca. 2:30
*Also available: SAB (CGE375).

Soprano               Alto                    Tenor                 Bass

SATB and Piano*
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